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gold. And who owns the gold? A certain group in the world who

would be reduced to nothing tomorrow if the fiction of gold were

exploded for gold is all they have! And yet, having gold, they

rule the world. By withdrawing their gold from the use of thc

people, they slow up the processes of the whole world and create

"panics" at will.
But, the people seldom look beneath the surface. Gold to them

is gold, stamped with the Government sign of value therefore,

great and is the Government.
Why, if every penny of money were destroyed in the United

States tomorrow the country would not be one bit poorer in actual

wealth. Trade would be slowed up, because we have learned to

place our whole trading faith in gold and silver and bank notes in-

stead of in our fellow men; big business might not be possible at

all, nor modern communication, and perhaps less real wealth might

be created for a time ; but no wealth would be destroyed, for wealth
is not money. Money is useful to us as a

ideal country is not that in which the citizens go to the

THE every morning for their milk, every noon for

dinner, and every night for their bed. A country where

the people were taught and trained to such state-dependen- ce as

that, would be a most benighted one; it would consist in national

slavery, with no initiative save at the top.

And yet it is precisely that idea which is being' more and more

tightly fastened on the public mind today. The people are being

taught to look to Government for their baths, to look to Govern-

ment for their recreation, to look to Government to supply the

common scr.se and common foresight which every individual ought

to possess if the nation is to be a strong nation.

The movement has run riot in our large cities where amateur

welfare workers hold sway. In the matter of health, the spirit of

inquisitiveness and domination has gone as far as it can, and we

have the spectacle of vast populations depending, not on Sanita-

tion, not on Hygiene, not on the good

I
dependable sign of values, but it is the

dependability of the values created by

labor that makes the currency dependable.

So much for Government in that re-

spect. It is our bookkeeper. It should

also be our referee, but too often it is

not. Every man wants to take his own

part in the work of life. He wants to

make his own way, stand on his own

feet, reap his own rewards. The average

man does not want an unfair advantage

over anybody else he is willing to start

at the line, equally with all. But he does

not want to be the victim of an unfair

game against him. He doesn't want his

fair start taken from him, nor his fair

efforts deliberately hindered. That is

where Government ought to come in as

a referee, to stop the unfairness. It is one

thing for people to expect Government

to make their fight for them, and quite an-

other thing for them to expect that Gov-

ernment will see to it that they are al-

lowed to make a fair fight. That is the

great pressure today: so many men be-

lieve that the fight is not on the square.

Government ought to embody the con-

science of the people. It ought to be the

visible expression of all that the people

believe to be good and fair and strong and

right. Of course it isn't, because after

all, the Government is just a handful of

people lifted out of the nation, and some--

times not the very bst people at that.

However, regardless of that, it is true that

this handful of people are surrounded by

much the worse influences in the country.

people are
CERTAIN campaign that
teaches the people to depend
on the Government. We see in

our country the growth of a
movement that trains both
children and adults to look to

the Government for health, rec-

reation, entertainment, baths,

and for many other things.
The results are not good. We

are rearing a generation of de-

pendents. It is not good for any
government to have a people
entirely dependent on it. And,
asfor thepeople, it reduces them
to the status of adult babies.

Much of the so-call- ed "com-
munity" work is only institu-
tionalizing the normal impulses

of the people. We want indi-

viduality in A merica, independ-

ence and equality. We can

never reach it by making the

people the moral dependents of
the Government or any Gov-

ernment agency.

faith and loyalty of Nature no; but de-

pending on Government, as if good health

came from the mints, like money.

It is true, of course, that some things

must be done collectively our parks and

schools and various municipal, state and

national services must be undertaken as

a collective duty. It is also true that
many forms of helpfulness to those who

have fallen victims to their own vices,

thriftier sness, or to the pressure of the

present social system, must be under-

taken collectively. It is a good thing to

teach a submerged family how to live de-

cently and even to provide the means for

them to live decently, if in doing so we

exalt the idea of Decency, and not merely

the idea of Government
But it is the idea of Government help-

fulness that has excessively increased the

last few years, as if the Government were

a creative fountain of every human bless-

ing. And that idea is a very dangerous

one: it is dangerous because it develops

a people who hang to its government like

a calf to its mother, and thus assists that

inevitable decay of government which

comes with too much power, and which

results in the tragic misleading of a

helpless people.

The whole idea that Government is

akin to God and can supply us with any-

thing originates most probably in the

fact that Government mints the money

The average person's idea of the power of

money borders on the grotesque. Money

But the point is, if Government would act
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fair referee and see the game move on
a, a

a help much more needed than all this "uplift" and wel- -
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